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OBJECTIVES
To provide a framework for Council to make decisions on refunding development
application fees to not for profit organisations.
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1.

PURPOSE OF THIS POLICY

Liverpool Plains Shire Council regularly receives requests to waive the cost of development
application fees applicable to projects and developments conducted by not for profit
organisations.
However, Council recognises that there can be difficulties in meeting community
expectations with the increasingly limited financial resources available. Council also
acknowledges that it is accountable to the community for the management and disbursement
of its funds and that this must be done in a manner that maximises the benefits to the
community. It also needs to be conducted in a way that is seen to be fair and equitable.
This policy aims to assist Council to achieve best practice by promoting the establishment of
a strategy to effectively manage the manner in which it provides assistance to the community
through the waiving of development application fees.
The policy does not apply to the waiving of development application fees for other
organisations where it forms part of an incentive package for establishment of a business
within the Shire.

2.

COUNCIL’S COMMITMENT

Council makes a commitment to:
•

make decisions on the granting of donations based upon need and in conformity with
Council’s Shire Strategy and Management Plan;

•

distribute its donations in a transparent and equitable manner.

3.

HOW DONATIONS ARE DETERMINED

(1)

The request for a refund of development application fees is to be from a not for profit
organisation.

(2)

The development must be for a project that:
(a)
generates employment growth in the Shire;
(b)
enhances tourism infrastructure within the Shire.
(c)
provides substantial benefits for the wider community

(3)

Development application fees are to be paid by the organisation to Council. A refund
cheque from the Donations budget, equivalent to the applicable development
application fee, will be drawn in favour of the organisation.

(4)

The refund of fees does not extend to fees for inspections, construction certificates or
s.94 fees or any other fees collected by Council on behalf of other agencies or
government departments.

(5)

All requests are to be considered by Council on a case by case basis and subject to
funding availability.

(6)

The organisation must indicate how Council’s support will be publicly acknowledged.
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